British Society of Gastroenterology, 1970, pp. xiv, 218, illus ., £2X00 (E1X50 to members of the Society). Hurst was probably the most original thinker of his contemporary physicians. Indomitable in the face of deafness and chronic asthma he was an iconoclast, destroying long-held beliefs based on flimsy foundations. Thus his work on radiography of the alimentary tract exploded the fiction of various intra-abdominal ptoses as being capable of causing symptoms, and his contributions leading up to 'The Sins and Sorrows of the Colon', arrested the widespread and harmful indulgence in purgatives. The still more noxious belief in intestinal toxaemia, which led to colectomy for conditions ranging from thyrotoxicosis to backache, he likewise demonstrated as a myth.
His brilliant and versatile mind did not, however, include the power of critical appraisal of his sometimes hastily conceived theories. Recurrence of carcinoma in the remnant of the stomach he persistently asserted was a redevelopment of the disease arising from residual gastritis. His In 1650 he married Barbara von Wildenberg by whom he had eight children-three Book Reviews sons and five daughters-five of whom survived. The youngest girl married a Dozent of Heidelberg, whilst the eldest married Johann Conrad Peyer-who described the 'patches' named after him.
Wepfer was a popular man who was consulted from far and wide in Switzerland and Germany-as a map on page 37 shows. The medico-literary memoirs of the Wepfer family were bought by the Medical Faculty of Leyden in 1774 for one hundred and twenty gold ducats-six hundred guilders. The writings show Wepfer's interest in gastro-enterology of which he was an early pioneer. He was also concerned with toxicology, describing a case of ergotism in 1693, and with diseases of the chest.
The book is enlivened by pleasing illustrations and a useful bibliography. It can be recommended to those interested in the early Swiss contributions to medicine.
No. 28 in this series is a large paperback of ninety-nine pages and deals with the history of haemophilia from the Babylonian Talmud until 1965.
After defining haemophilia the author gives an account of the geographical areas where the disorder has been described. In Switzerland it was first mentioned by Felix Platter in 1559. Problems of hereditary transmission are then considered with special reference to the Swiss family trees of von Tenna and von Wald, this latter having been traced back to about 1550. The various theories on the cause of the disorder are then discussed together with a more general account of the major discoveries in the physiology of the blood, naturally with specific reference to Swiss workers-Sahli, Fonio Spallanzani's Dissertations, 1784) . (See Surgery, 1962, 52, 819-36) . Since then the editor has partially uncovered new sources of information concerning Stevens' life and youthful connexions with the American politician Alexander Hamilton. Stevens' Reaumur-inspired, but brilliant, digestion essay is here translated completely; also printed for the first time are a group of letters concerning a dispute between Benjamin Rush and Stevens over the Philadelphian epidemic of yellow fever in 1793. Half the book, however, is occupied by some not particularly exciting correspondence connected with Stevens' unsuccessful career as Consul-General to Santo-Domingo, 1799-1800.
Both editor and publisher are guilty of extremely slipshod production. Second-rate random notes stand for a commentary to the thesis; italic and roman type is used quite unsystematically; and footnotes are inconsistently and bewilderingly keyed or unkeyed to the texts, or are even, astonishingly, duplicated. Indeed, a reviewer is bound to suspect that Dr. Day's rough library notes have been printed. The editor, a practising surgeon, has tried to forestall criticism by excusing himself from lack of
